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e Koelsch's eprly life
ﬂ:n-dl lI lot Ii.'u:E a gocd,

"l'hlll'lﬂ ELrI leavee her
small towmafter hich school
to seek fun snd sxcltemeani
in New York City, Once
thera, she finds work as a
medel, then uses that a5 a
Inunching pod (e a success-
fal second caresr as, of all
things, o caricaturist.
Al ans would guess, [tall
mpde for & most intoresting
life, an remaverd from

1 p]?pnr with

the maenoln
WOELSCH  .giumbiing
To The Stars;" a serten of
culorful anecidotes recalling
her upbringing in West
Pittston and her years as &n
Indoperndent woman work-
g amnid the glite and ginm-
our of 1950s Now York and

Hollywood.

Mow #0-and living in San
Rafael, Calif, Ms, Koelsch said
friendds had kong encoursged
herto Adter put.
thewg bt off for o Iong e, she
everstually decided It wotsld be
a nice keepsake for her chil-
dren, and maybe even an
inapiration to peopls 1o “take
thet leap and do something

"Inever would have thought
in my wildest d.ma:ma this
woild hina " gald
s, Koelsch, who worked on
the botk over @ threeyear
period, "I wae forfunate, It
nfforebed e i good Hving and
o great fime. | wanted more
ot of 1ife And before | settled
down, | wanted tosee things,”

Playod in band
A5 @ ieen Erowing up in
West Pittston and Pittston,
Ms, Koelsch, daughtor of the
Inte Rudelph and Catherine
Koglsch, played plano In o
Jocal big band and displayed
an sarly knack for drawing,
with feshion being har favor-
ita subject, It also was during
this time that she first visited
New York. Almost mimedi-
atels she was smitten with
"the nodse and hustle and
bustle” of the clty shesakd,
Waniting t¢ learn more
“phout Hife and people,” she
headed for the Big Apple
with a friend right after
I;{rnduu:ing fram Pltiston
igh School In the summer
of 1944, Arriving with just
§60 in her wallet, she
enrolted in & $5 class at the
Barbizon Modeling School.
After a fow odd Jobs, the
statuesgque hlonde began lin-
ing up modeting gles, whether
At wees sallimpy togrs at Macys o
working as a clgarette girdat
Billy Rose's Diamond Horse-
zhoe Cluhe At one time or oth-
iex; ghe was Miss WHC (she was
imterviewed on the "Todoy"'
shoay Mizs LIS Marmhbﬂﬁ
Brooklyn Dodgars, 3l
Stockings and the American

Lagghoom Poppry Gt

Al n booking at the Wal-
dor! Astoria, she met enter-
taiper Jimmy Durante, who
wanted to taks her back to
his hotel roomn. She furned
him down, Iving that sha
was engaped. Hie undersbood,
and geve her two tickets fur
his show thot night ot the
famead

Copacibiiti,

Me. Koslsch, shown In the ‘50s, became & caricaturist
after watching someone aketching guests at a convention,

Age: 5O
Residanca: A nathe of
‘Wast Pitision, she's ived
in 5an Hafaal, Calif., for
the past 22 years
Famndly: The daughtar of
e It Rudsipi and
Caiherine Koslsch, she
hag & san, Pl Mann,

&nd & daughier, Lynn Manis-

Mas. cefon, She has three slblings,

Hoelsch Aobart, Manon and Halen,

wan a Career: During the 1858: and

succossful earh “Bis, Ms, Konlsch had &

sl puccessiul gamer 85 a mogol

and Mﬂ; ant caricaturist, Hir memories

numbar of fhal tme can be found in her

liffeienl recant memialr, "Sturmbling Te

Jobe iiko The Stars,” publtished by X

Mies NBC, Sonk Pubisishing. The otk

Miss U.5, il retails for $29.99 pardbachk and

m 4 $10,09 paparpack and can be

Ei purchasad at www.iibrs.com, or
Mlllli = e at W .amaran.cam,
L

"Iy and pverything on o hoave a talent for sketching

Druranie," said Ms. Koelsch, & perscn’s face with hidmor-

who happily took o date
there, "And I never heard
from him again.”

Wanted change

For the mésl part, Ms
Koelsch onjoyed modelling,
after n while she falt ke she
needed 1o do something that
botter engaged her mind, At
a eonvention she-was work-
ing ay, she became fesoinnt-
e by & raricaturist who was
doing shetehes of atendees.

Bo, she dalled the man up
and heoffored her & job s his
m=sistnnt. Guickly 2he proved

s
"Far me, the mest impor
fant thing 18 the expression,”
she said, "1 felt it was more
intevesting and complimen:
tary to the person 1o exag-
gerate their expression”
than their fecisl features,
"It's not the kind of thing
vou learn in echool,” she
said of caricature, "You just
b 1o have o feel i for-H.
B e Fo 4.~
Pl Konlsch's boss eventual-
Descirmer t00 etifieule (o work
80 she dealdad fo striloe ol
om her own, The first comgsany

She called the man and he offered her a Job as his assistant.

she Wrote (0 was Flrestone:
For' the sk :d'll.!drd.m:lhd

to matke some viry specifl
dernnnds slan:rﬁmm

chirss alrfure tooand from hur
destimation and fopanotch
ot acoommordations.

“T jnst thought, well if o
ot ask for it you don't get
it," she sgid.

Corporate jobs
Well, it worked. Firestone
hired her, and Colgate finl-
lovwred soon aften Bedore bong,
she was attending conven-
Tions and cocktall parties for
many of the countiy's blg-
gest companies, Inchading
Shiell O1l, Anhouser Busoh,
Pipal-Cols and Thme
zime, which hired her a good
diozen timee 8 year
At pairties, she had to work:
st often churning
ot betweer 85 and TNk sketch:
£4-n 8 Hhminake peciod,
Some pssignments were
more memorable than oth-
ers One took her fo pre-Cas.
tro Crbi, witkere shie wis shot
at by o mobster who beciome

1
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enraged when she tried w
keave hiks party with amother
man, A few yvears later, after
nn engagement in Lancastes
sho and hondreds of ofher
people {ineluding singer
Frankis Avalon) hegams
sranded ina biizzard on the
Peninsylvania Turnpiks: Ms
Hoetsch walked several miles
in her stocking feet ton How-
ard Johnson' restaurant,
et sh called in repoits to
several imodin outlets,

Tor herefforts, Me Koelsch
was Well oompensated. And
she recelved pleity of perks.
1ika the time one of her clients
eeqit her to Cartier to pick oot
A1 imond pin, on them

Then, of pourse, there wers
e numerous celabrities sho
sketched, She worked ot Bz

o the 20th Century Fox Lot in
Hollywood and appeared on
the televigion shows of Mil-
fom Berie anid Steve Allen.

Bome stars she got to lmow
on & personal level. Every
Sunday, she went to the
home of legendary song:
writer Sammy , Where
she hobnohbed with & still-
together Jerry Lewis and
Dean Martin, She danced
with Walter Pldgeon, went
on a date with Robert Stack,
caught the sttentions of
Humphrey Bogart on & mov-
ie set und chatted with
Frank Sinatoa at his New
York hangout, Jilly's.

“He was-a littie moody at
times." she sald of M
Sinatra. "I think it was
when he had his problems
with Ava Gardner,™
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L |




THE SUNEAY TIMES

In her prima, Ms. Koelsch, here sketching actress Plor Angell,
was capable of producing between 85 and 100 cardcaturas in 4
Blminute poriod.
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KOELSCH: Star memories

FROM FAGE F1
Bhe personally presented
President Deight . Eisenhow-
ar with the caricature she did
of him, and was in a relabion-

i - ship with & man whose brother

was married to B Kennedy
Mikita Khrushehew just walked
away from her as'she shetched
hirn, bat her all-time favorite
encounter, Eleanor Roosevelt
(“Tadmired her sa,” she gaid),
graciously sheok her hand,

“That was just great fun,"
shet =atd, "I thomght this was
all o stride, {part ofy iving in
Wew Yorl City"”

But It didn't last forever
After getting married (sha's
now divorced), Ms. Koelsch
moved tothe suburbs of Con-
necticut, had two kids and set-
tled into life as a full-time
morn. Years laber, she went into
real estate and worked for

Commonwealth Title Insur-
ance in Philadelphia:

Today, she stays active
through part-time corréspon-
depca work and membership
inseveral organizetions inSan
Rafan], where she's Iived for
thie past 22 years,

Its been years gince ehe did
her lagt caricature, and she
has nointentions of delng any
mors, She's content with where
she's been, and where ske is
T

“'dom't miss it mow 1 think
I've done it P'm S0 thankful
and so grateful [ haid the oppor-
tunity,™ Ms. Koelsch said, 1
think T did as much as 1 conld
b Thor 12 yeRrs.

"Tecas fortunate to meet the
people T did. My sves Ware
always opened.”

Contact the wiiler:
Jmeaulife@timasshammk oo

Ms. Koslaoh poses with an alaphant st one of har many mods
ing assignments. The entire time, she was scared to death tha
the alephant would crush her.



